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Lawrence L. Kazmerski is Executive Director, Science and Technology Partnerships at the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Golden, Colorado—having served as Director of the 
National Center for Photovoltaics for the period 1999-2008.  He received his B.S.E.E. in 1967, 
M.S.E.E. in 1968, and his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering in 1970—all from the 
University of Notre Dame. He served in a postdoctoral position with the Atomic Energy 
Commission at the Notre Dame Radiation Research Laboratory, January through August 1971. 
He was on the electrical engineering faculty of the University of Maine before coming to SERI 
(NREL) in 1977.  His research at Maine included NSF- and ERDA-funded work in thin-film 
photovoltaics and the report of the first thin-film copper-indium-diselenide (CIS) solar cell.  He 
was SERI’s (NREL’s) first staff member in photovoltaics, hired specifically to establish efforts 
in the characterization of photovoltaic materials and devices; he led NREL efforts in 
measurements and characterization for more than 20 years.  Kazmerski has more than 300 
publications and some 200 invited talks. His current research interests include the DOE Office of 
Science Energy Frontiers Research Center (EFRC) at NREL dealing with “materials by design” 
(www.centerforinversedesign.org), for which he serves as Co-Director and Project Integrator, 
and solar projects ranging from the rebuilding of the electricity infrastructure in Iraq through 
mitigating dust problems for PV collectors.  He has been recognized with several national and 
international awards, including the World PV Prize, the IEEE William R. Cherry Award, the 
AVS Peter Mark Memorial Award, and the ASES Charles Greeley Abbot Award.  He is a Fellow 
of the IEEE, a Fellow of the APS, and a Fellow of the AVS.  Kazmerski is a member of the 
National Academy of Engineering. 
 
 


